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SERMON. 


2.    TIMOTHY,    IV.    7,    8. 

I  HAVE  FOUGHT  A  GOOD  FIGHT,  I  HAVE  FINISHED  MI  COURSE,  I  HAVE  KEPT  THE 
FAITH  :  HENCEFORTH  THERE  IS  LAID  UP  FOR  ME  A  CROWN  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
WHICH  THE  LORD,  THE  RIGHTEOUS  JUDGE,  SHALL  GIVE  ME  AT  THAT  DAT  ;  AND 
NOT  TO  ME  ONLY,  BUT  UNTO  ALL  THEM  ALSO  THAT  LOVE  HIS  APPEARING. 

A  HE  blessings  of  Christianity  are  adapted,  by  its  divine 
Author,  to  every  part  of  our  existence.  There  is  no 
scene  of  prosperity,  nor  any  scene  of  adversity,  in  which 
these  blessings  do  not  send  their  secret  influence  to  every 
heart  that  is  reconciled  to  God.  But  this  influence  is 
peculiarly  welcome,  unspeakably  precious  to  the  soul,  at 
the  close  of  its  earthly  existence. 

What  an  interesting  object  to  behold,  is  the  Christian, 
in  the  full  possession  of  his  reasoning  powers,  in  the 
lively  exercise  of  holy  affections,  supported  by  the  hope 
which  the  gospel  gives ;  standing  on  the  borders  of  the 
eternal  world  ;  reflecting  on  a  number  of  the  last  years  of 
his  life  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Him  who  loved  him 
and  washed  him  from  his  sins  in  His  own  blood;  and 
looking  forward  to  the  end  of  his  warfare  against  sin,  to 
the  completion  of  his  victory  over  all  his  spiritual  enemies, 
and  to  the  reception  of  an  incorruptible  crown  of  right- 
eousness, as  the  reward  of  rich  grace  which  he  shall 
receive  at  the  hands  of  his  Redeemer.  Such  an  object 
was  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  when  he  uttered  the 
words  of  our  text;  and  such  an  object,  essentially,  is 
every  sincere  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  standing  at  the 
close  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage.     An  object  infinitely  more 
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interesting,  honourable,  and  glorious,  than  the  greatest 
earthly  prince  unreconciled  to  God,  sitting  on  the  throne 
of  the  most  extended  empire  that  ever  submitted  to  the 
dominion  of  an  earthly  sovereign. 

The  condition  and  character  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  when 
he  uttered  the  words  of  our  text,  will  be  the  subject  of  the 
following  discourse. 

He  that  can  with  confidence  in  God,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  reflect  upon  past  scenes  with  an  approving  con- 
science, and  anticipate  the  scenes  of  the  eternal  world  with 
a  joyful  hope,  is  in  a  state  of  mind  for  the  attainment  of 
which  we  ought  to  he  willing,  without  the  least  hesitation, 
at  the  command  of  God,  to  sacrifice  every  possession  of 
riches,  and  pleasure,  and  honour,  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  present  world. 

Let  us  then  in  the  first  place,  consider,  according  to 
the  words  of  the  text,  the  condition  of  the  Apostle,  and  his 
reflections  upon  his  past  life ;  and  secondly,  his  anticipa- 
tion of  eternal  scenes  in  which  he  expected  to  share. 

I.  Let  us  consider  the  condition  of  the  Apostle,  and  his 
reflections  upon  his  past  life,  when  he  uttered  the  words 
of  our  text. 

He  was  a  prisoner  at  Rome,  and  about  to  offer  his  life 
a  sacrifice  as  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of  his  Lord.  His 
language  in  the  verse  preceding  our  text  is  affectingly 
descriptive  of  his  condition  and  of  the  temper  of  his  heart. 
"  For  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,"  s^ith  he,  "  and  the 
time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand." 

He  knew,  by  the  spirit  of  prophesy,  that  the  time  of  his 
death  was  at  hand.  In  the  full  possession  of  health  ;  in 
the  full  and  clear  exercise  of  his  rational  powers  ,•  and  in 
the  vigorous  exercise  of  supreme  love  to  the  cause  of  his 
heavenly  Master ;  he  stood  at  the  close  of  his  apostolic 
course,  on  the  borders  of  the  eternal  world  ;  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  land  of  his  heavenly  inheritance  :  and  reflected 
with  joy  on  the  warfare  he  had  accomplished,  and  on  the 


course  he  had  run.  "  I  have  fought,"  said  he,  "  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith." 
These  are  the  sum  of  his  reflections. 

Most  men  while  they  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  health, 
and  are  free  from  distressing  sufferings,  act  as  if  their 
life  is  given  them,  only  for  the  purposes  of  procuring,  and 
converting  entirely  to  their  own  use,  the  pleasures,  riches 
and  honours  of  the  world.  They  who  have  thus  wasted 
their  season  of  probation,  and  have  secured  no  eternal 
inheritance,  must,  when  they  come  to  stand  on  the  borders 
of  eternity,  take  up  the  despairing  lamentation,  and  say, 
"  I  have  spent  my  life  in  fighting  against  God  ;  I  have 
finished  my  probation,  I  have  wasted  my  time,  offended 
my  Redeemer,  and  lost  my  soul  $  henceforth  there  remains 
for  me  Indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish. 
despair  and  woe  without  end." 

But  how  different  were  the  reflections  of  Paul !  He, 
through  rich  and  sovereign  grace,  had  devoted  himself  to 
those  purposes  of  life,  which  are  rational,  wise,  and  hon- 
ourable in  the  sight  of  God.  He  had  fought  for  honours 
which  never  perish ;  he  had  procured  pleasures,  that  never 
fail ;  and  had  gained,  and  laid  up  treasures  of  riches  that 
can  never  be  exhausted.  By  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  by  the  testimony  of  his  own  conscience,  the 
Apostle  could  say,  with  unspeakable  joy,  that  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  best  of  warfares,  in  the  best  cause  which 
the  universe  could  furnish,  even  the  cause  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  $  against  the  enemies  of  Christ,  the  enemies 
of  the  church  and  the  enemies  of  his  own  soul. 

The  Apostle  had  tried  the  worth  of  the  Christian  relig- 
ion in  a  greater  variety  of  circumstances,  than  any  other 
man  had  ever  tried  it,  both  with  respect  to  himself  and 
with  respect  to  others.  He  had  compared  the  religion  of 
Christ,  most  effectually,  with  all  the  schemes  of  the  phi- 
losophy and  with  all  the  systems  of  religion,  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  of  proud  Pharisees,  and  unbelieving  chief 
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priests  of  the  Jews.  He  had  tried  its  reforming  influence 
upon  all  varieties  of  character,  amongst  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles ;  its  enlightening  influence  upon  all  varieties  of  capa- 
city, of  the  learned  and  of  the  ignorant,  the  civilized  and 
the  harharous ;  and  its  comforting  influence  in  all  the 
varieties  of  affliction.  He  had  been  strengthened  by  this 
religion  to  withstand  the  most  pressing  temptations,  from 
honours,  and  riches,  and  pleasures  of  the  world,  that  any 
man  ever  endured.  He  was  a  man  among  the  first  for  his 
powers  of  reasoning ;  among  the  first  in  acquisitions  of 
all  kinds  of  learning  that  were  honourable  amongst  men, 
and  had  he  continued  to  favour  the  cause  of  the  proud  unbe- 
lieving Jews,  he  would,  without  doubt,  have  arisen  to  the 
first  honours  and  dignities  of  that  nation.  But  he  fought 
against  all  these  temptations,  and  successfully  overcame 
them  under  the  banner  of  the  cross  of  his  Lord.  He  coun- 
ted the  possession  of  all  worldly  honours  and  advantages, 
as  loss  compared  with  the  excellency  ( f  the  knowledge 
of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord,  and  by  the  spirit  of  prophesy 
knowing  and  predicting  what  was  before  him,  in  the  cause 
of  his  Redeemer,  he  cheerfully  espoused  this  cause  in 
which  he  must,  as  the  state  of  the  world  then  was,  una- 
voidably encounter  all  kinds  of  privations,  hardships, 
sufferings  and  dangers,  and  finally  sacrifice  his  life  as  a 
martyr  to  the  cause,  by  the  hands  of  his  cruel  persecutors. 
If  any  thing  could  have  availed  to  separate  this  Apostle 
from  the  love  and  service  of  his  heavenly  Master,  the 
persecutions  and  sufferings  he  endured  must  have  done  it. 
If  any  sufferings  or  threatenings  could  have  prevailed  on 
him  to  make  shipwreck  of  the  gospel  faith,  by  keeping 
back  part  of  the  divine  counsel,  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned to  teach,  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  foundations  of 
iniquity  and  idolatry,  and  for  the  salvation  ol  souls ;  if 
any  thing,  I  say,  could  have  availed  with  him  to  keep  back 
any  of  these  divine  counsels,  the  sufferings  he  endured 
and  the  self-denial  he  was  called  to  practise,  must  have 


done  it.  «  But  none  of  these  things  moved"  him  ;  t(  nei~ 
ther  did  he  count  his  life  dear  unto  him,  in  comparison 
of  finishing  his  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  he 
had  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify  the  gospel  of 
the  grace  of  God."  "  In  all  things  lie  sought  to  approve 
himself  a  minister  of  God,"  according  to  his  own  language, 
in  much  patience,  in  afflictions,  in  necessities,  in  distres- 
ses,  in  stripes,  in  imprisonments,  in  tumults,  in  labours, 
in  watchings,  in  fastings  ;  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by 
long-suffering,  by  kindness,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  love 
unfeigned,  by  the  word  of  truth  ;  (for  he  substantiated  all 
his  doctrines  by  the  testimony  of  God,)  by  the  armour  of 
righteousness,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left;  (for  even 
his  bitterest  enemies  did  not  accuse  him  of  unrighteous 
conduct.)  By  honour  and  dishonour,  by  evil  report  and 
good  report,  as  a  deceiver  and  yet  true.  As  unknown  and 
yet  well  known ;  as  dying  and  yet  living;  as  chastened 
and  not  killed ;  as  sorrowful  yet  always  rejoicing ;  as 
poor,  yet  making  many  rich,  as  having  nothing  and  yet 
possessing  all  things.  In  journey ings  often,  in  perils  of 
waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  his  own  country- 
men, in  perils  of  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils 
in  the  wilderness,  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among 
false  brethren  ;  in  weariness,  in  painfulness,  in  watchings 
often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and 
nakedness,  and  besides  all  these,  that  which  came  upon  him 
daily,  the  care  of  all  the  churches. 

Through  all  these  labours,  and  sufferings,  and  tempta- 
tions, this  great  Apostle  kept  the  faith;  and  through  all 
the  scenes  he  considered  this  faith  so  sacred,  that  he  could 
say  to  his  Christian  brethren  to  whom  he  had  preached, 
"  though  we  or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other 
gospel  unto  you,  than  that  we  have  preached  unto  you, 
let  him  be  accursed."  Yea,  so  faithfully  had  he  kept  the 
form  of  doctrines,  the  gospel  faith  which  was  delivered  to 
him  by  his  divine  Master,  that  at  the  close  of  his  ministry 
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among  his  brethren  at  Ephesus,  and  toward  the  close  of 
his  apostolic  course,  he  could  say,  "  Wherefore  I  take 
you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  clear  from  the  blood  of 
all  men,  for  I  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all 
the  counsel  of  God." 

Our  Apostle  informs  us  as  to  the  strict  discipline  which 
he  exercised  over  himself  in  his  warfare,  and  in  his 
Christian  course.  "  And  every  man,"  saith  he,  "  that 
striveth  for  the  mastery,  is  temperate  in  all  things.  Now 
they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown,  but  we  an  incor- 
ruptible. I  therefore  so  run,  not  as  uncertainly  ;  so  fight 
I,  not  as  one  thatbeateth  the  air;  but  I  keep  under  my 
body  and  bring  it  into  subjection,  lest  that  by  any  means 
when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a 
castaway."  Therefore,  this  faithful  man,  faithful  only 
through  divine  grace,  could  look  back  upon  all  the  scenes 
of  labour,  and  sufferings,  and  warfare  he  had  experien- 
ced from  the  moment  his  Lord  called  him  "  out  of  dark- 
ness, into  His  marvellous  light,"  on  his  persecuting  way 
to  Damascus,  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  career,  and  say, 
"  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith."  He  had  fought  a  good  fight,  in 
every  conflict  with  Satan,  with  the  world,  and  with  his 
own  lusts,  in  every  conflict  with  the  enemies  of  his  Lord, 
of  the  church  and  of  his  own  soul,  and  he  had  come  off 
more  than  conqueror."  He  had  «  kept  the  faith,"  against 
all  the  snares,  and  artful  temptation  with  which  he  had 
been  beset,  to  terrify  or  to  allure  him  to  betray  his  Mas- 
ter's cause,  and  to  preach  another  gospel ;  and  he  had 
finished  his  course  with  joy.  "  And  his  rejoicing  was 
this,  the  testimony  of  his  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God, 
that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  by  fleshly 
wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  had  had  his  conver- 
sation in  the  world."  He  could  say,  in  the  language  of 
his  Master  whom  he  had  served,  to  his  heavenly  Father, 
lie  could  say,  «  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth,  I  have 
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finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do."  He  was 
imprisoned  and  under  sentence  of  death ;  yet  he  viewed 
death  with  calmness,  and  waited  with  patient  and  cheerful 
resignation  for  the  stroke  of  the  persecuting  tyrant,  that 
should  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  release  his  soul  from  its 
prison  of  flesh  and  blood,  its  earthly  house,  and  from  that 
"  body  of  sin  and  death"  which  had  been  for  many  years 
the  chief  source  of  his  sorrows. 

II.  The  prospect  of  future  scenes  described  in  the 
words  of  our  text,  and  considered,  as  through  divine 
grace  the  consequence  of  his  faithful  warfare,  was  to  the 
Apostle  the  chief  source  of  his  joy  at  the  close  of  his  war- 
fare and  at  the  approach  of  death.  He  had  long  enjoyed 
the  pledge,  the  earnest  of  his  eternal  inheritance.  For 
according  to  the  doctrine  which  he  taught  his  fellow 
Christians,  after  he  had  believed  in  Christ,  he  was  "  seal- 
ed by  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest  of 
our  heavenly  inheritance."  In  the  midst  of  his  warfare 
and  the  labours  and  sufferings  of  his  course,  he  had  often 
been  comforted  with  the  knowledge  that,  "  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose."  He  had 
the  assurance  that  he  loved  God,  and  that  he  was  called 
according  to  the  purpose  of  His  rich  and  sovereign 
grace,  and  that  all  things  were  working  together  for  his 
good.  He  had  often  been  able  to  say,  with  unspeakable 
joy,  in  the  scenes  of  his  suffering,  «  for  our  light  affliction 
which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  But  when  he 
uttered  the  words  of  our  text,  he  had  come  to  the  borders 
of  the  possession  of  this  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

Let  us  consider,  then,  the  scenes  and  possessions  which 
the  Apostle  anticipated  in  a  prospect  of  death,  and  which 
he  described  when  he  said,  "  henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  mr 
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only  but  unto  all  them  also  that  love  His  appearing." 
Those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  war  among 
the  mighty  of  the  earth,  by  gaining  remarkable  victories, 
are  rewarded  with  crowns,  or  other  ensigns  of  honour,  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  courage  and  skill.  But 
all  such  ensigns  of  honour  are  corruptible  and  must  perish 
with  time.  And,  generally  speaking,  the  rewards  of 
victory,  which  are  bestowed  by  the  rulers  of  the  earth, 
are  in  the  light  of  the  word  of  God,  crowns  of  disgrace, 
rewards  for  conduct  for  which  their  receivers  ought  to  be 
ashamed  before  God,  and  for  which  they  ought  with  deep 
self-abasement  to  mourn,  and  to  implore  pardoning  mercy, 
and  the  cleansing  power  of  the  blood  of  Christ. 

But  the  crown  of  which  the  Apostle  speaks,  and  which 
is  the  reward  of  divine  grace  for  his  victory  over  his 
spiritual  enemies,  is  a  crown  of  righteousness,  of  honour 
and  glory,  which  shall  flourish  on  the  heads  of  the  Re- 
deemed, and  mark  them  as  kings  and  priests  unto  God 
tluring  immortal  ages. 

The  emblem  of  a  crown  of  righteousness,  is  used  by  the 
Apostle  to  designate  the  eternal  honours  of  complete 
holiness  and  happiness. in  heaven.  This  crown  of  right- 
eousness is  the  perfection  of  that  holiness  and  sanctification 
which  is  begun  when  the  soul  i§  born  again,  when  it  puts 
forth  the  first  exercise  of  holy  love  to  God.  All  along  in 
its  warfare  here,  it  is  partially  under  the  influence  of  sin, 
under  the  influence  of  a  selfish  and  worldly  spirit,  but 
when  it  receives  its  crown  of  righteousness,  its  redemption 
from  sin  is  completed,  its  victory  over  the  lusts  of  the  flesh 
and  over  all  evil  affections  is  completed.  It  is  crowned, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  with  a  state,  and  with  all  the  hon- 
ours, of  complete  conquest  over  every  enemy  that  opposed 
it  in  its  warfare. 

The  cause  of  the  Apostle's  warfare  is  a  righteous  cause, 
and  it  was  brought  to  a  righteous  decision.  His  crown 
is  called  a  crown  of  righteousness,  because  in  heaven  his 
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soul  would  render  perfect  obedience  to  the  righteous  law 
of  God,  which  he  had  so  often  transgressed  during  his 
warfare.  It  is  a  crown  of  righteousness,  because  it  is 
bestowed  as  the  reward  which  was  merited  for  His  sincere 
disciples  by  the  perfect  righteousness  of  Christ ',  and  be- 
cause it  is  bestowed  by  the  Supreme  Judge,  according  to 
the  plan  of  His  redeeming  love,  which  is  formed  and  car- 
ried into  execution  in  all  its  parts,  exactly  according  to 
the  principles  of  unerring  and  eternal  righteousness,  on 
which  the  kingdom  of  God  is  established,  and  which  con- 
stitute the  eternal  and  immoveable  foundation  of  His 
throne.  And  though  this  crown  was  bestowed  upon  the 
Apostle  as  the  reward  of  grace  without  any  desert  in  him, 
independent  of  divine  grace;  yet  it  was  bestowed  in 
righteousness,  according  to  the  sure  promises  of  Him  who 
will  not  suffer  His  faithfulness  to  fail,  but  in  righteousness 
will  accomplish  every  promise,  and  every  threatening 
which  hath  proceeded  out  of  His  mouth  concerning  the 
redemption  of  His  chosen  people,  and  the  endless  punish- 
ment of  them  that  persist  in  their  disobedience  to  the 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Apostle  did  not  expect  this  crown  of  righteousness 
to  be  bestowed  on  account  of  any  merit  in  himself.  He 
looked  for  it  only  as  the  gracious  «  gift  of  God,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  "  For"  saith  he,  "  the  wages 
of  sin  is  death  ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  And  in  another  place  he  says 
to  his  Christian  brethren,  "  by  grace  ye  are  saved  through 
faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God." 
He  expresses  his  expectation  without  any  doubt.  "  Hence- 
forth," saith  he,  "  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  shall 
give  me  at  that  day."  Thus  you  see,  he  expressed  his 
expectation  with  the  utmost  assurance.  His  hope  of  im- 
mortality was  firm;  Mr>  confidence  in  God  that  He  would 
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faithfully  fulfil  to  him  His  promise  of  a  gracious  reward, 
was  unwavering. 

Neither  was  the  Apostle  selfish  in  his  expectation  of  a 
crown  of  righteousness.  He  expressed  his  assurance  that 
this  crown  would  be  bestowed  not  on  himself  only.  «  And 
not  to  me  only,"  saith  he  "  but  unto  all  them  also  that 
love  His  appearing."  A  very  great  part  of  the  pleasure 
he  anticipated  in  wearing  his  crown,  arose  from  his  expec- 
tation, yea,  his  certain  knowledge,  that  he  should  not 
wear  it  alone,  but  that  he  should  share  its  honours,  and 
pleasures,  and  glory,  with  a  multitude  of  others,  yea,  with 
all  them  who  in  all  ages  of  the  world  should  love  the  doc- 
trines and  be  actuated  by  the  principles,  which  he  had 
loved  and  taught,  and  by  which  he  had  been  actuated. 
"  For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of  rejoicing," 
saith  he  to  his  christian  brethren,  "  are  not  even  ye  in  the 
presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  his  coming  ?  For 
ye  are  our  glory  and  joy."  With  what  joy  would  such 
an  Apostle  behold  the  millions  and  millions  of  the  redeem- 
ed, coming  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the 
north  and  from  the  south,  and  especially  those  wTho  by  his 
instrumentality  had  been  rescued  from  the  power  of  sin,  and 
those  who  had  been  his  companions  in  repentance,  and  in 
all  the  trials  of  the  Christian  warfare  ;  called  to  stand  be- 
fore their  Judge,  and  to  receive  at  His  hands  their  crowns 
of  righteousness  as  the  reward  of  His  rich  grace  to 
them  that  deserve  no  good  thing  at  His  hands.  Though 
every  Christian  that  dies  cannot  look  back  upon  such 
trials,  such  sufferings  and  such  labours,  and  such  extensive 
usefulness  in  the  church,  as  appertained  to  the  venerable 
Paul ;  yet  every  Christian,  like  Paul,  loves  his  Saviour, 
and  hates  sin  ;  every  Christian,  like  Paul,  loves  the  gos- 
pel in  all  its  doctrines  and  duties,  as  the  only  way  of  Sal- 
vation, and  hates  every  other  scheme  of  faith  and  practice, 
because  it  is  both  dishonourable  to  God,  and  fatal  to  the 
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soul.  And  every  Christian  can  say,  with  the  same  hum- 
ble and  thankful  temper  which  actuated  this  faithful  Apos- 
tle, when  he  comes  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  conflicts, 
"  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith,  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the  righteous 
Judge  will  give  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only  but 
unto  all  them  also,  that  love  His  appearing."  But  the 
Christian  in  saying  this,  does  not  praise  himself.  He  can 
say,  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  because  the  sovereign  and 
rich  grace  of  God  enabled  him  to  choose  the  best  of  war- 
fares, a  warfare  which  is  the  most  wise  and  glorious  in  its 
object,  in  its  principles,  in  its  armour,  in  its  labours,  and 
in  its  end,  and  victory. 

The  real  Christian  can  rejoice  to  say,  «  I  have  finished 
my  course,"  when  he  comes  to  the  close  of  life,  because 
his  soul  at  death  will  be  released  from  the  bondage  of  sin, 
from  all  his  conflicts  with  his  spiritual  enemies ;  and  be- 
cause he  is  now  to  be  admitted  to  that  state  of  sinless  per- 
fection in  holiness  and  happiness  in  heaven,  for  which  he 
has  longed  ever  since  he  was  first  adopted  into  the  family 
of  God,  and  first  enlisted  into  the  Christian  warfare. 

That  venerable  mother  in  Israel,  Mrs.  Pot  wine,  whose 
death  we,  for  our  sakes,  this  day  lament,  but  for  whose 
death,  on  her  account,  we  have  reason  to  rejoice ;  that 
venerable  woman,  at  the  close  of  her  life,  could  with  a 
humble  hope  say,  with  the  Apostle  in  our  text,  (e  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
of  righteousness."  She  adopted  the  christian  faith  and 
publicly  devoted  herself  to  the  service  of  her  Redeemer 
before  the  church,  about  the  twenty -third  year  of  her  age, 
and  about  three  years  before  her  connexion  in  marriage 
with  her  reverend  husband,  your  former  pastor.  For 
fifty-nine  years,  that  is  for  the  remaining  part  of  her 
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life,  after  she  publicly  professed  her  faith  in  Christ,  it  was 
the  ehief  joy   of  her  heart,  as  I   have  often  heard  her 
testify,  to  believe  and  defend  the  doctrines,  and  to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  gospel  scheme   of  salvation.     She  often 
expressed  a  deep   and  affecting  sense   of  the  total  and 
dreadful  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  a  joyful  sense 
of  the  excellency  of  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  the  free 
and  sovereign  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  on  which 
alone  she  placed  her  dependance.     She  enjoyed  the  bless- 
ing of  pious  parents  who  dedicated  her  to  God  by  cove- 
nant vows,  and   by  a   religious   education.     And  by  the 
effectual  grace   of  God,  on  their  exertions,  she  was  emi- 
nently fitted  for  the  important  station  she  afterwards  held 
in  life.     The  heart  of  her  husband  could  safely  trust  in 
her.     He  ever  found  her  a  faithful  and  prudent  friend. 
She  was  preeminently  an  help  meet  for  him  in  his  import- 
ant station  in  the  church.     He  habitually  found  in  her, 
through  all  the  trying  scenes  of  life,  a  wise,  prudent, 
humble,  obedient,   modest,  but  faithful  counsellor.     You 
all,  who   have  been   witnesses  to  her  conduct,  and  her 
children  especially,   know   with  what  almost  unexampled 
prudence,  piety  and  faithfulness,  she  stood  as  a  mother-in- 
law  to  the  children  of  her  husband  by  a  former  wife,  and 
as  an  own  mother  to  her  own  children.     Through  how 
many  years  did  she  "  travail  in  birth  again,"  for  the  souls 
of  her  children,  "  till  Christ  should  be  formed  in  them 
the  hope  of  glory."     And  before  her  death  she  had  reason 
to  hope  that  God  had  heard  and  answered  her  prayers,  in 
this  respect  for  all  her  children.     The  spiritual  peace  and 
prosperity  of  this  church  and  society,  next  to  those  of  her 
own  family,  ever  lay  near  her  heart.     For  these  her  daily 
prayers  ascended  at  the  throne  of  divine  grace.     Whenev- 
er these  were  essentially  advanced,  her  heart  beat  with 
lively  sensations  of  joy ;  and  when  these  were  essentially 
interrupted,  her  tears  of  grief  have  run  down  in  secret 


17 

She  was  eminently  the  friend  and  helper  of  the  afflicted 
and  the  poor.  The  cheering  looks  of  her  countenance, 
the  friendly  accents  of  her  voice,  and  the  kind  gifts  of  her 
charitable  hand,  have  often  "  lighted  up  a  smile  in  the 
aspect  of  woe,"  and  caused  the  hearts  of  the  suffering 
poor  to  sing  for  joy.  No  objects  of  charity  were  ever 
turned  away  from  her  door,  with  the  empty  handed, 
hard-hearted,  and  God-hating  address,  of  "  be  ye  warm- 
ed and  be  ye  filled."  Her  hand  and  her  heart  were  ever 
open  to  every  object  that  was  calculated  to  exalt  the  char- 
acter of  female  piety,  to  promote  the  salvation  of  souls,  to 
honour  the  institutions  of  religion,  to  defeat  the  schemes 
of  the  enemies  of  the  gospel,  and  to  prosper  the  kingdom 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  And  she  possessed  also  one  of 
the  distinguishing  qualifications  of  the  wife  of  a  christian 
bishop,  in  that  she  was  given  to  hospitality.  But  her 
warfare  is  accomplished,  her  victory  is  gained,  and  the 
honour  of  religion  and  the  truth  of  the  word  of  God, 
make  it  our  duty  to  hope  that  she  has  gone  to  be  with 
Christ,  and  that  she  is  now  serving  and  praising  God, 
without  sin,  and  enjoying  Him  without  pain,  or  sorrow,  or 
distressing  care.  She  had  her  hours  and  days  of  darkness 
and  spiritual  sorrow ;  but  her  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
through  the  righteousness,  the  sufferings  and  death  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  though  it  was  humble,  yet  was  firm 
and  stedfast,  and  grew  stronger  and  stronger  as  she  drew 
nearer  the  borders  of  the  land  of  promise.  In  her  death, 
her  children  and  grand-children  have  lost  one  of  the  most 
prudent,  and  pious,  and  faithful  of  parents  ;  this  church 
and  society  one  of  their  most  faithful,  praying  friends ; 
the  church  on  earth  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments  ;  and 
we  have  the  best  reasons  to  hope  that  the  church  in  heav- 
en hath  gained  one  of  its  brightest  stars,  that  shall  shine 
in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  through  rich  grace,  with  in- 
creasing splendour,  for  ever  and  ever.     Tn  her  humility. 
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self-abasement,  and  repentance  ;  in  her  ascriptions  of 
praise  to  rich,  sovereign  grace  alone,  as  the  foundation  of 
her  hope  of  salvation  ;  in  her  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  her  love  to  the  church,  in  her  obedience  to  the 
precepts  of  the  gospel,  in  the  religious  education  of  her 
children,  in  her  earnest,  laborious,  prayerful  and  persever- 
ing diligence  for  the  salvation  of  their  souls  ;  and  in  her 
habitual  endeavours  that  "  God  in  all  things  might  be  glo- 
rified," by  her  and  her  household,  she  has  «  fought  a  good 
fight,  she  has  finished  her  course,  she  has  kept  the  faith," 
and  by  her  cxemple,  says  to  all  you  who  are  parents,  "  go 
ye  and  do  likewise,"  and  a  "  crown  of  righteousness," 
shall  be  your  reward.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  our  Redeemer, 
that  our  hopes  may  follow  her  to  those  seats  of  triumph  in 
her  Father's  house  above,  where  we  trust  she  has  met  her 
faithful  husband,  and  her  other  christian  friends  who  have 
finished  their  warfare  against  sin  ;  where  she  hath  receiv- 
ed with  them  a  crown  of  righteousness  which  will  never 
fade,  but  will  shine  with  increasing  glory  forever  and 
ever. 

We  infer  from  the  subject  of  this  discourse,  that  all 
those  are  wise  in  the  highest  sense,  who  heartily  adopt 
the  principles,  and  pursue  :yie  course,  and  imitate  the  zeal 
of  the  Apostle  Paul  ;  because,  at  death,  they  shall  be  able, 
on  the  foundation  which  God  hath  laid,  to  indulge  the 
reflections  and  the  anticipations  which  he  indulged. 

We  infer  also,  that  they  who  spend  the  present  life  on 
principles  contrary  to  those  which  actuated  this  Apostle, 
can  have  no  happy  reflections  in  a  dying  hour,  nor  any 
share  in  the  reward  which  the  righteous  Judge  will  be- 
stow upon  all  them  that  love  His  appearing. 

By  the  authority  of  the  word  of  God,  by  the  value  of 
your  souls,  then  be  entreated  to  study  the  character,  the 
principles,  the  zeal,  the  faithfulness  of  this  great  Apostle  \ 
and   see  that,  through  divine  grace,  they  be  adopted  as 
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your  own  ;  for  in  this  Apostle  all  the  principles  of  the  way 
of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  are  practically  made  mani- 
fest. See  then  that  the  principles  for  the  defence  of  which 
he  sacrificed  his  life,  be  cordially  received  by  you  ;  thai 
your  peace  in  death  and  your  reward  in  eternity  may  be 
like  his.  My  hearers  !  What  would  be  your  reflections, 
and  anticipations,  were  you  to  die  with  your  present  prin- 
ciples, and  with  your  present  temper  of  heart  I 
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